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Course Title: Photography 1 

 

 

Course Description: This class is intended to teach the basics of photography 

composition and digital editing.  The photographic process is explored by creating 

pinhole cameras and developing pinhole photos in the darkroom.  Photography 1 

introduces you to digital editing through Photoshop, as well as how digital cameras 

function.  Most importantly, you will learn how to step beyond taking a “snapshop,” and 

begin to examine the compositional principles of photography as a form of art.  

Prerequisite:  None 

Grade Levels: 9-12  

 

SAMPLE Objectives, Activities, and Assessments  

Students will… Instructional Activities 
(include approx. length of time) 

Demonstration 

-Learn about the history of 

cameras, their parts, and how 

they function. 

-Understand and apply 

knowledge of exposure and 

chemistry to develop a negative 

and create a positive in the 

darkroom. 

  

-Identify and apply the 

compositional elements and 

techniques of photography 

 

-Understand how to adjust 

camera aperture according to a 

light meter. 

-Explain the difference between 

hard lighting and soft lighting, 

and their effect on the mood of a 

photograph. 

 

-Correctly set and apply 

understanding of the shutter 

speed priority to capture a variety 

of motion techniques in a 

photograph.  

 

-Learn about various 

photographers and analyze their 

work on style, technique, and 

mood.  

 

-identify and use unusual angles 

 

 

Design and build a functioning 

Pinhole camera and develop 

negatives and positives using 

darkroom chemical processes.  

 

 
Create a photo book explaining 

the top 10 compositional 

elements of photography using all 

of your own photos. 

 

Create two series of photos that 

create a mood; one with hard 

lighting and one with soft lighting 

using the aperture priority camera 

setting to achieve proper 

exposure. 

 

Capture Freeze Motion, Blur, 

Pan, and Light Painting 

techniques by using the correct 

shutter speeds for each in the 

shutter priority.  

 

Research and present a 

Powerpoint on a famous 

photographer of choice. 

Take 3 photographs in the style of 

this photographer. 

Capture a one photo from a bird’s 

eye view, one photo from a 

 
-Build pinhole camera and take 

and develop photos with it.  

Assessed by appropriate exposure 

calculations. 

 

 

 
Take original photos and 

illustrate book about the top 10 

compositional rules of 

photography. Assessed by rubric. 

 

Take 2-3 photos each using hard 

light and soft light to create a 

mood.  Assessed by rubric and 

class critique. 

 

 

Capture one freeze, one blur, one 

pan, and one light painted photo.  

Assessed by rubric and class 

critique. 

 

 

Create a Powerpoint and give 

presentation on famous artist.  

Assessed by rubric. 

Take 3 photos in the style of the 

photographer.  Assessed by rubric 

and class critique. 

Take a bird’s eye, worm’s eye, 

and trick shot photo. Assessed by 
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and lens effects in photography. 

 

 

 

-convey a visual message through 

photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

-apply knowledge of camera use, 

technique, and compositional 

elements to create a personal 

creative series of photos.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

worm’s eye view, and one photo 

trick angle humor shot. 

 

Set up and take a photo that 

conveys the message of a given 

holiday (Halloween, Valentines 

Day, etc.) Use spot coloring in 

Photoshop to help convey the 

message.  

 

Create a series of 7-10 photos that 

are connected somehow using 

correct and appropriate camera 

skills and techniques for 

exposure, as well as setting a 

mood in a creative way.  i.e 

Portraits, Chelsea, Night Photos, 

Street Candids, etc.  

rubric and student critique.  

 

 

Set up a holiday photo using spot 

coloring in Photoshop.  Assessed 

by rubric and student critique.   

 

 

 

 

Take a series of 7-10 photos that 

connect using all prior camera 

knowledge learned in class. 

Assessed by rubric and student 

critique.  
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